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Police cynical when battered wives withdraw charges

By DEBBIE SPROAT
After enduring iemtal and -
physical abuss lof weeks,
monthy of yoats, somsd bat-
tared women finally ety for
help.

The police, legal advisers

and eounsellors who Abswer
that call are generally wym.
pathette but the ald they can
provide fsn’t always satisfae-
toty.
Winnipag police don’'t keep
statistles to show how much
of théir time is spent oh do-
mastie work tut Higures from
other Canadian clties show it
is the most frequent eall, In
London, Ont., about one in 10
‘polite calls eoneérnu “domes-
tic problems, Thitty:five per
cent of these ate murital aa-
saults,

Domestic - calls - are. llso
more dangerous @nd niore

controvatsial than any other:

call pofice raceive. At Amer-
ican atudy done a few years .-
ago shows that 44 per cent of

policemen killed while oh

duty were deallng with do-
mestle incidents,

“They claim it's ths most
dangerous ¢all you can :go .
on," Const. John Cambphell,
of the Winnipeg police de-
partment, said. “It’s easy to
see why. The rage, the hate
between these two peopls 1s
reaching a phenomennl
peak.” '

Priorities

“They've lost all ‘objec.
livity. They have only one
desire. That's to hurt ﬂl!
other party in any way.

They're oblivious to other In-

terruptions. And they’re just
as apt to turn this hate-and

aggression towarda the po-.

lice.”

Police act as mediators in
a domestic disput.e, Const.
Campbell sald. He said they
talk to the couple to try and
find out how serlous the
problem is and if the woman
is in danger. If she is, they
may help her pack and take
her to the safety of a friend’s
or relative's’home,

It there are no serious in-
juries, police usually tell the
complainants they -may lay
charges of common assault
in the county clerk’s office.

These cases are tried Friday -

tnornings in Courtroom D of
the Public Safety Building.

If the injuries are serious,
police make a report to the
Crown prosecutor's office,

which decides whether:

charges of assault causing
bodily harm will bs

Other pussihle charges re

_wouriding, threatening and
-alttempted murdet:

"The womin mby alvo gc {0
family coutt to fils for a
legal separation of to Coart
of Queen's Bench to apply
for a divotes,

Any of thesé L'aut‘ts may
isste an order of prohibition,
making it illegal for the hus-
bhand to visit ptemises oc-

eupied by the wife. Oe-.
casionally, thi€ order applies -

to the family home and the
hushand must find & néw
place to live.

The controversy surround-
ing police handling of dones:
tie disputes conceriis the
prompthiess of their reaction
and whether the ecalls &re
given the same dejires of at-
tention other cally fataive,

‘Stadf ot Oshottie House say
polica havé beet co-dpetativé
ol in referring women to
" Ostiotne House aid in’ pro-
viditig protection fof womeén
~ trightened by their hudbande,
“Tf they have tithe they
“are .quite willing tohelp,”
one ‘staff member said.
'f'rhey'ga hecoming & lot
more aware of the necessity
of getting involved in domes-
_tie problems because of the
high miirder raté.”

Agencies such .a% Legal
Aid, Klinie, snd the Health
Attion Cenire,” and battered
wives themselves, have had

: " very different experiences,

“When yml eall ﬂ!% ‘police

Lafis
NORA MILNE
2 counsellor at
Winnipeg's family court.

otit to our street, first of all

it takes an hour for them to
get there, if they -come at
all,” a worker at the Health

"Action Centre aid, “If 1t fe

some sort of family quarrel

thay‘are not going‘ to’ get in-

volved.” ‘
“Edith, a middie-aged dlvor-

-cee with six children, said

she called the police several
times when she had been
abused and needed help.
Somelimes they came imme-
diately, Other times they
came afier a long delay.

“One time he (her hus-
band) even btoke Ifto our
basement,” Bdith said.
“‘Four cars of detectives
drove up, When they found it
was 1y husband
angey st M becavss:I'd said
someone was bréakihg Into

" the basement, They asked

e why T called.”
On another occasioh, the

- said, she was so fiightened
" ghe tah out of the hotise,

“t ran in front of &tk to
force them to stop #nd give

"mEdsalstanceand home

stopped, 1 ran to' the polics

‘station. My husbénd eoh.

vineed them there was tioth-
ing wrong, that I was just
miked up.

“One of the other things 1
remember — the police acta-
ally helped me get out of the
house, While one detainied
him the -other helped me
pack the children’s things
into a svitcase, I think they
drove me to my sister's
place.”

Staff- Insp Lawrence Cab-

pick, of the Winnipeg police,

said the reason response
may be delayed or non.exis-
tent is that police have a
“stacking of calls.”

“You only have so many
men and you have certain
priorities,” Insp. Carpjck
said. “*At certain times of the
evening ot ceriain days of
the week we are extremely
busy."

iy wire -

BILL COBLE -
a Childrew’s Aid- Society .
social ‘worker.

Proviheial Judée Graeme

Garson said partyof the prob-
lem is that women and the
police officers, lawyers  and
social workers they contact
don't really know what a wo-
man's rights in a domestic
dispute are. :

“Police and social workers
say there’s nothing we can
do about this until you have
been beaten up,’’ Judge Gar-
son said. “And I've heard
lawyers say that until you
are assaulted, Mrs. So-and-
so, unlil you are heaten up,

we can't do anything,

it there I8 & soction in-
the code that # semeone has .

a8 seribin belief yomeofie is.
gumg to do them setioos’
hatm or damiaige they ead
call them to colet. Wornen
don’t hiave to wait until they
afe beaten up fo Het telief,”

One taasacn hoth the police
and the courts may hesitste
td procesdl In domestic dls-

. putes s that few cases eber

make 1t to trial. In the tiree
of four: toniths between :the
beating fcident and the frial
date many women efther
withdraw the charges théy've
lald of beg the Crown to
withdraw charges.

Family therapy

“It. mekes the police: kind

of cynleal,” provineial Judge
R, L. Kopstein said.” I it
happena once or twicd they
just don't coms, It Makes
them cynical abouf marital
violence in general.”

Battered wlves say they
withdraw c¢harges becapse
their hushands are abla to
corivinece them they've re-
formed and the heatings
won’t happen again, One
woman said that just before
the frial her husband took
her shopping for (he first
time since their marriage,
and made love to her.

“In the 20 years I knew
my husband I never had a
mote devoted or c.bns:derate

man,” she said, *“1 actually
ba!l'é‘ved that he had
charnged.

Crown Prosecutor John
Guy s4ld niost wothen are
gaeking only a short-tetm so-
hutioni t6 theit problem. “In
most cases ste just wanis t6
get him out of thers,” ha
sald. “Ninety per cent of the
time what they would look to
us to do is to take him away
and bring him back when
he’s sobier.”’

When & Crown prosecutor
is confronted with a letter, a
phone eall ot & visit from a
weeping wife who wants to
drop charges against her
hushand, he's {n & difffeult
position. Mr. Guy said that if
the injury is a serious one,
such as & fractured skull,
broken jaw or téndons cut
with a knife, the Crown must
proceed,’ it

“Sonietimes w'e sit down
with a woman and say this is
going to happen again and
you'll ezll the police again,”
Mr. Guy sdid. “You tell her
we're just not going to have
a permanent constable stand-
ing outside her door.”’

“But we really start get-
ting involved in decisions we
don’t have any right to make
... We don't want to get in-
volved in the type of thing
where we ar'e splifting up the
relationship simply by fore-
ing the yperson to testify.

 Osborne House h0pes to get out of $$ bind

The financial prohlems of
Wirnipeg's only retreat for
battered womeft may soont
end if the city accepts & new
fingncing. scheme proposed
by the Manitoba government,

R. D. Johnstone, associnte
deputy minister: of health
and social development, said
the province has offered to
incremse subatantially. the
datly rate it pays for welfare
clients who stay at Qsborne
House and hopes the city will
do the same,

“I-think there’'s every hope

" we will resolve some form of

support,” Mr.Johnstone
anid, )
Osborne House has becn o
shaky finaneial ground since
it was set up In 1874 as a

place where battered women-

with children could get tem-
porary shelter.

Under the plan, the prov-
ince would pay $15 a day for
any adult or child who stays

at Oshorne House and is a
client of the provincial wel-
fare depariment. The prov-
ince now pays $5.70 for
adults and $3.50 for children,

The new rate would drop, to
$3.50 a day after the fourth
day because “it's not intend-
ed to be permanent aecom-
modation for anybody,” Mr.
Johnstone said. He said the
daily.rate covers {fairly
heavy counselling services
and the house couldn't -be
funded as a soclal service,

“L have some concern,
about whether they can solve
a crisis that weighty within
four days,”” Maureen Crane,
executive director of the
YWCA, which manages the
project; sald, She zaid, how-
ever, the directors are happy
with the government’s pro-
posal and hope Oshorne
House will hacome “a finan-
cially stable operation” in
1977.

Pkaslng taste
ata fair price.

Canadian Heritage Rye Whisky.
Disiled arvt bovied by Canalian Distllers Lid

Mrs. Crane said the direc-
tors had originally asked the
Province for a grant to
mateh the $15550 received
from the city, She said the
province had suggested an-
other funding body might cov-
er the $10,000 deficit they had
hoped to pay with a provin.

" cial grant.

Women’s groups

In addition to its grant, the
city. pays & daily rate for
city welfare clients who stay
at Oshorne House and pro-
vides the house rent - free,
Mr. Johnstone said he
thought the new plan would
cost the city less than the
total of these three items.

Mr. Jobnstone also sug-
gested that if Osborne House
were funded in the manner
suggested by the province,
part of the cost would be
borne by the federal govern-
ment through cost-sharing
arrangements,

The project also receives

.98, 000 from the United Way
" through the YWCA and dona-

tions from several women’s
groups, Because of its affilia-
tion with the United Way, it
can't appeal directly to the

public or service organlza-
tions for funds.

To make the proposed
funding completely viable,

- Mrs. Crane said. ‘the diree-

tors are looking for a new
louse.

She sald a house that

~ would support 18 or 20 people

would be ideal. The present
house, on Osborne just south
of Pembinag Highway, has
room for only 10 people,

The ideal house would be
an older one in a central .lo-
cation with st least two
hathrooms, four or five bed-
rooms, a good-sized kitchen,
a fenced-in area where the
children could play in sum-
mer and a basement where
they could play in winter.

Women who go to Osborne
House are expected to pre-
pare thelr own meals, make

their beds and keep  the -

house tidy. I they have chil-
dren, they must care for
them themselves or find
someohe who is willing to
help.

Staff members are avail-
able on a 24-hour basis to
admit women, discuss their
problems and provide infor-

mation on the q,gencim they
can coftact ahd the help
available to them. -

Battered women who have
been to Osborne House speak
favorably of the project.

Janet, a youtig mother of
three who stayed there for
several days a few months
ago, says it was "like the
step between getting out and
being gone.”” -

“That first' night in the
hotel room by myself I was
desperate for somebody to
talk to, to assure me I was
going the right way. When 1
went to Oshorne House I
found all the comfort and
kindness thers was in the
world.

Older homes

tsome of the women had
had similar experiences, Sud-
denly you realize there are
women {n the same sjtuation
you gre. I think it's wvery
comforting. 1 wouldn’t have
wanted to be separated from
my children.”

Police and some of the
counselling agencies that
deal with battered women

AIB rejects northern cost bonus
for employees 'of Thompson hospital

THOMPSON, Man, (Staff)
— Thompson General Hospi-
tal! offieials and the Retail
Store Employees Union,
Local B33, representing .130

support staff, were officially .

informed Monday that the
anti-inflation board has

turned down the northern .

cost-of-living bonus In their
collective Agreement.

They had heard unotficiaily
of the AIB rollback late last
week,

In a felegram from Ottaw:

. Brian Foley, the AIB's public

administration director, ssid
the wage and benefit in-
creases In. the agreement
were approved by the baard.

However, the northern re-
mote allowance would be
subject to Section 61 of the
anti-inflation legislation.

Earller the 95 nurses at
Thompspn's hospital received
similar information.

Eoth hospital and employee
representatives question the

inclusior’ of the northern al--

lowance under Section - 81
which deals with reimbur-

sements (¢ employees for .

transportation, clothing, Hv-
ing and other expenses they
ineyr in performance of their
duties.

A hospital spokesman said

JUST ARRIVED!
| _The latest styles in

- Diamond Pendants .
‘and Diamond Earrings ,

have arrived at Ben Moss Jewsllers
~ just In time for Christmas.

Choose from an equting gpllecuon ot Diamond Pendgats or Diamond
Earrings In 14 kt. yellow or white gold ang surprise your favorite girl on
Christmas marmng $he'l love you for it. Pricas gtart gt under $160.
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‘oewellers

The Diamond Store
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the northern allowance is
paid (o offset the high cost of
living in northern Manitoba
and has npothing to do *“with
performance of duty.”

The hospital has pald the
northern allowances since
the collective agreements
were approved by the Mani-
toba health services commis-
sion. If the rollback isn't ap-
pealed it will mean employ-
ees with dependants will
have to pay back $1,30 snd
gingle people $750 up to this
date,

Hospital authorities are:
concerned there could be a
large turnover in staff as a
result of the AIB ruling.

have come fo yely on Os-
borne House a8 a place to
which Lthey ean refer women
who need food, shelter and a
chance to assess their home
situation and plan for the {u-
ture,

“The big problem with
women is that they don't
know where the hell fo go In
the middle of the night,”
family court Judge Ray
Cramer said, A genuinely
battered woman hjis nowhere
to go with four kids. She has
to wait until he goes lo work,
then sneak off.”

“That YWCA retreat is a
tremendous place ... Two
women who came in front of
me had been there, It gave
them that:littlé Dbit of help
they needed.”

Const. John Campbell, of
the Winnipeg police depart-
ment, adds that ‘‘Oshorne
House offers services that
aren't duplicated.’

TORONTO {(CP)—An envi-
ronmental assessment report,

» prepared for Reed Paper Lid.

on its proposed forest prod-
ucts development in north-
western Ontario, says the
project would have sybstan-
tial economic benefits far the
people of the area with rela-
tively minor impact on the
envirpnment.

The $400,000 report, pre-
pared by Acres Consulting
Service Ltd., Toronto, was re-

leased to the governmeui

Monday and discussed at &
company press conference at
Toronto and Red Lake, Ont.

The report recommends
tha tthe pulp mill and sew-
mill development costing $400
million be situated on the
Wenasaga River. about four
miles northeast of the com-
munity of Ear Falls, 75 miles
northeast of Kenora and 40
miles southeast of Red Lake.

The repor tfulfills a commit-
ment made by Reed in a
memorandum of understand-
ing sipned with the. govern-
ment in Qctober.

Premier William Davis an-
nounced Friday that Mr. Jus-

tice Patrick Hartt will gerve

as chairman of the eaviron-
mental assessment hearing
into the proposed develop-

ment of the .almost 19,000

square miles of land, -

R. W. Billingsley, president
and chief executive officer of
Reed, said at the Toronto con-
ference he 1is enthusiastic
ahout the report which be

. called “*a major step, but only

the first,”” in the develop-

ment,
*Major step’

He pralsed the appoiniment
of Mr. Justice Hartt, saying it
would gssure a thorough pub-
lic hearing woder an impar-
tial chairman. The hearing is
scheduled to begin in the lat-
ter half of next year.

C. H. Atkinson, manager of
the engineering and envicot-
meutal division of Acres, sa.d
the study proved the project
would be “environmentally
feasible.”

He sald effluence dis-
charged into the river would
make tbe water “somewhat
more brown than it is now,”

Report prepareﬂ
for Reed Paper
cites advantages

“The courts are gn adver.
saty system,” M¥. Guy said,
“Quite often what nead
is a mediation systeh, Some-

. times you get thhm both

whiking to the caurfl door to-.
gether, {holding haﬂﬂs. Ona
goes to'the defefice counsel,
one goes to the Crown attor-
ney. After the ecase is dis-
posed of they walk out again,
holding hands.”

“If you want to prosecute
and yout chief wimess
doesn't want to testify,
you're walkitng with one hand
behind your back,” Mr. Guy
safd. “If you drop the
charges two days later, the
woman might be found dead,
beaten up by her husband.
That's the type of thing that
can happen.”

Whether proceeding in court
is an effective means of
curbing marital violence is
also &8 metter of debate,

Some ecounsellors wurge
their clients to go to court
because they believe many
nen just aren't aware that
wife-beating is socially and
legally unacceptable, Ex-
perience tells them a man is
often so impressed by court
actiont thal the beating stops,

Others feel legal action, at
best, provides shorf-term re-
lief rather than a long-term
solution, At worst, it may
enrage the husband fo fur-
ther beatings or burden the
{family with paying & fine. In
between lie doubts about
whether a fine, a jail sen-
tence or a warning issued by
the courts can help sclve
problems within the home,

“The -criminal courts are
really not the place for do-
mestic problems,™ sfid
George Perkin, clerk of the
provincial judges court in the
Public Safety Bullding.
“You're dealing with people.
You can't stay with them
gseven days a2 week, It's dif-
ficult for the eriminal- eourt
to apply a penalty when you
have two people side by side,
living together.””

Ron Meyers, executive
director of legal aid, adds
that ‘‘once the order has
been made someone has (o
enforce it. Handing a picce
of paper lo a guy, that's ir-
rational — if the guy knows
nobody is going to come and
stop him from beating his
wifg he's going to, do it
again,”

but added he would “make
tea from the water and eat
the fish from the river” after
the mill is built,

Mr. Billingsley .said  his
company would make every
effort to hire native people in
any new project, There are
three Indian reserves In the
area~Pikangikum, Cat Lake
and Osnaburgh—with a total
populaiion of 1,900. He said
contracts for cutting would he
given to native people.

He said Reed would have
training programs for pative

_people, and said he would be
willing to meet with native
groups to discuss help in
other areas such as training
for the managoment of stores
in the area.

Native people

The report said the total
population of Red Lake and
Ear Falls, now aboyt 6,000,
would inerease by 5000 with
the development. A new high
sehool would have to be built
in Ear Falls.

Mr. Atkinson said Indian
groups ‘were Not consulfed in
preparing the report but said
his firm had- gathered infor-
mation from the federal de-
partment of Indian affairs
and from officials of the On-
tario govermment muolved in
Indian affgirs.

The report indicated the
development would increase
the tourist industry through
the building of logging voads
into now inaccessible areas.

Mr. Billingsley said the
project is by no means a fait
aecompli and that Reed is not
committed to proceeding wxl:h
it.

Although the report pointed
out that the proposed project
is now oy in the conceptygal
design and feasibility Btgges.
preliminary plans call for
preparation of the site in
1981-82 with operatisns ready
to start in 1985,

Starting from a point 35
miles east of the Manitoba
border, the land involved
stretches 220 miles east. The
vorth-sputh distance iy ap-
proximately 100 miles, with
its southeru-most point about
50 miles oorth of the Traps-
Canada Highway.



