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Finland and Switzerland tangle
tonight at the MTS Centre, and Cana-
da and Switzerland play tomorrow
night to wrap up the series. From
there, it’s off to Grand Forks for the
beginning of the WJHC on Christmas
Day.

Hockey Canada paid tribute to the
Falcons, a group of eight Icelandic
Manitobans who won this nation’s
first gold medal in hockey at the
Olympics in 1920, but long had their
efforts overlooked.

This past summer, Team Canada
players wore the Falcons jerseys in
their opening game of the World Cup
and the uniforms were brought out
of retirement again last night.

Descendants of the Falcons were
honoured on the ice prior to the
game and Winnipeg native Brian
Johannesson, who now lives in Kitch-
ener, Ont., flew back to his home-
town to honour his father, Konnie.

“My dad played defence for the
Falcons. This is a very proud
moment. I’'m glad to see the jerseys
again. I taped the game in the sum-
mer and just stared at the TV. ‘So
that’s what they looked like,’ I said to

-

Team Canada
goalie Jeff Glass
is congratulated
by teammates
after they beat
Team Finland 6-
0 in exhibition
action at the
MTS Centre last
H night.

sl

myself,” said Johannesson, sitting in
the crowd wearing his own replica
Falcons jersey and surrounded by
family.

“I’'m glad to see Canada know
about the Falcons. Hockey Canada
has done their damnedest to make
sure Canada knows about the Fal-
cons and that’s very pleasing.”

The Manitoba Moose promoted
this series and general manager
Craig Heisinger, who won a gold
medal with Team Canada at the 1981
WJHC in Moscow as an equipment
manager, says it was a natural for
Winnipeg.

“There’s an aura around the
national junior team. You don’t get it
all the time and it’s a great event,”
said Heisinger. “We haven’t had it
here in five years and Winnipeg has
always embraced international hock-
ey. This is grassroots and people feel
close to it.”

Remember, this was a pre-tourna-
ment game, but Winnipeg took its
cue from Manitoban and Los Angeles
Kings coach Andy Murray. Murray
says there are no exhibition games
when you’re playing international
hockey.

Our city sold out its state-of-the-art
barn for what is sometimes known as
a “friendly,” and proceeded to go
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bananas on and off for the next two
and a half hours. Tell the teenagers
in the brilliant white Finnish jerseys
this was a friendly and you’ll get
their language’s version of “whatev-
er.”

It’s unlikely that any team — Team
Canada, the Finns or any hockey
nation’s team — has ever played a
pre-tournament game before a
crowd this large.

In case the 22 young Canadians
playing for their country needed a
reminder of how important and hon-
ourable their task is, the fans offered
arefresher course in our love of the
game. It might sound a little hokey,
but Canadians are united on whom to
cheer for when our country plays.

Carrying the name of their country
on the backs of every sweater, Cana-
da’s juniors were treated to a good
dose of home cooking. The stands
were spattered with Team Canada
jerseys and fans roared at the slight-
est reason.

“It’s all about unity as a nation,”
said Chris Reynolds, a 20-year-old
Winnipegger wearing a black Team
Canada sweater. “Everyone loves to
cheer for Canada. And with the Win-
nipeg jerseys, it just adds to it.”

[] gary.lawless@freepress.mb.ca
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An additional $50,000 for “care and
support” of the residents was provid-
ed, but the province also initiated an
internal audit of the facility’s books.

“We wanted to ensure the additional
money and the funding in total was
being spent appropriately,” said Joy
Cramer, executive director of the
province’s child protection branch. The
province handed over the additional
money before initiating the review to
ensure the youths in the home were
receiving adequate care.

The province received a draft report
of the audit’s findings in November.

Cramer said the audit found the
$50,000 was not being used to care for
the youths at the facility, but was
instead being used for “personal
expenses” for the owners of the home.

Calls to the Halldorsson’s Group
Home went unanswered yesterday.

There was also evidence Halldors-
son’s was paying salaries to two direc-
tors when the funding model for the
home did not allow for director posi-
tions.

Additional transactions listed as
operational expenses for the home
were not supported by receipts or doc-
umentation, Cramer said.

“We had no alternative but to end our
relationship with them,” she said.

The owners of the facility were noti-
fied on Dec. 9 that the province was
cutting off funding.

The seven youths who were being
housed at the facility at the time were
moved to another social service agency
on Dec. 16.

Cramer said the province is now look-
ing to see if there is any legal way it
can recoup the misspent funds.

Cramer acknowledged the province
has had concerns with Halldorsson’s
three times in the 25 years the facility
has received provincial funding.

In 1994, the province conducted a
review of the facility that revealed
some “problems” with the quality of
care. Those issues were adequately
addressed by the facility, Cramer said.

In 1999, as a result of another review
of Halldorsson’s, the province put a co-
manager in place for six months to
monitor the operation of the facility.

Tory family services critic Leanne
Rowat questioned why the province
would increase the facility’s funding
by $50,000 before undertaking the
review — especially if there had been
concerns about the home in the past.

Rowat noted there was no service
purchase agreement in place between
Halldorsson’s and the province.

An SPA is a contract between the
province and a funded agency, which
sets out how the funding is to be used
and details a schedule for when and
how the agency must report on its
finances to the province.

“They should’ve put one in place
after they had concerns in 1994,” said
Rowat. “That was the way they could
have ensured this place was operating
properly. Why didn’t they do that?”

The closure of Halldorsson’s amid
allegations of misspending is the latest
in a string of scandals plaguing Mani-
toba Family Services and Housing.

In July, the province announced it
was terminating its funding relation-
ship with Hydra House — a for-profit
residential treatment service for
severely disabled youth and adults —
after the provincial auditor found exec-
utives at the agency had misspent over
$1.5 million on trips, cars and vacation
homes.

This fall, Manitoba Family Services
and Housing came under fire again
after allegations executives at Aiyawin
Corporation — an aboriginal housing
agency — misspent over $1 million.
Aiyawin has until the end of the month
to respond to those allegations or face
losing its funding.

The department is also under fire
after the provincial Office of the Chil-
dren’s Advocate discovered a dirty and
unsafe shelter for troubled youth that
had been ordered closed by the
province in May 2003, remained open
for a full year without the knowledge of
the minister of family services or
senior department staff.

Last week, the entire community
board of the Osborne House women’s
shelter resigned en masse, saying they
had been bullied by provincial officials
over funding and services.

[] leah.janzen@freepress.mh.ca
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SHOP AT ROGERS.COM, 1-800-462-4463, A ROGERS™ WIRELESS, ROGERS PLUS OR ROGERS VIDEO STORE
O ROGERS VIDEO

® RadioShack.

SAVE $10

BUY tt6-month offer includes unlimited local calling and applies on new 24 or 36-month Couples
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SHARE MINUTES FROM ONLY $35/MO:

UNLIMITED WEEKEND MINUTES

FREE CALLING AND TEXT MESSAGING BETWEEN PLAN MEMBERS ANYWHERE IN CANADA®
ALL PLANS ARE OPEN TO CURRENT ROGERS™ WIRELESS CUSTOMERS
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BONUS, 6 MONTHS UNLIMITED LOCAL CALLING"

ROGERS

O ROGERS®
WIRELESS
WINNIPEG
Prime Time Communication
1014 St. Mary's Rd.
987-3444
AirSource
212 Henderson Hwy.
989-2954
AirSource
3 St. Mary’'s Rd.
989-2944
AirSource
1200 McPhillips St.
989-2927
AirSource
2599 Pembina Hwy. at Bison Dr.
261-1234
AirSource
Portage Place
946-0721
AirSource
2609 Portage Ave. at Moray
954-2939
AirSource
1500 Regent Ave. W.
988-3080
AirSource
St. Vital Centre
989-2939
Costco Kiosk
1315 St. James St.
227-7876
Costco Kiosk
1499 Regent Ave.
229-9454
Krazy Krazy
1509 St. Matthews Ave.
772-0461
Prime Time Communication
671 Pembina Hwy.
925-1260
SI Wireless Communications
1100 Portage Avenue
231-1600
Unplugged.ca
888 St. James St.
831-1234
VIP Worldwide
Second Level
Canada Post Skywalk
947-9570
Versus Wireless
871 Notre Dame Avenue
779-8533
BRANDON
wecellwireless.ca
443 10th Street
727-2381
Krazy Krazy
824-18th St.
727-4279
DAUPHIN
Rick’s Electronics
21-3rd Avenue N.E.
638-3699
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE
Will Compute
16 Saskachewan Ave. W.
239-0810
STEINBACH
Nickel Communications
107 Hwy. 12N
326-4988
VIRDEN
wecellwireless.ca
Virden Shoppers Mall
748-3003
WINKLER
Mobitel.ca
Southland Mall
325-1420

O ROGERS @

Your World Right Now
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Phones shown may not be available in all locations. 0A one-time Activation Fee, a $6.95 monthly System Access Fee and a monthly 911 Emergency Service Access Fee apply to each phone. 00Up to 2500 local minutes, 500 Canadian
WHEN YOU | |ong distance minutes, and 500 sent text messages to be shared each month between Couples and Family plan members on the same account on the Rogers Wireless Network. Up to 2500 received text messages for free per month.
*$0 phone offer applies on new 36-month Couples and Family Plan activations. Early Cancellation Fees apply. TCouples and Family Plan evenings are from 8 pm to 7 am Monday to Friday. Weekends are from 8 pm Friday to 7 am Monday.

nd Family Plan activations. Additional local minutes are 30¢ each. Long distance, roaming charges, additional service options
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WINNIPEG
Kildonan Place Mall
667-8248
Polo Park Mall
774-2412

Garden City Mall
339-8895

BRANDON

Brandon Mall
571-6976



